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Curling up with the Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act might not be everyone's idea of compelling 
long weekend reading. But here we are, unavoidably alert to the climate crisis not least because the village of 
Lytton, B.C., has recorded blistering temperatures one might more readily associate with Qatar. The Pacific 
Northwest, and its seemingly evergreen temperate climate, has to cancel public transit due to melted sheaths on 
streetcar power cables (see: Portland). The tragedy of lives lost continues to unfold. 


Having now passed into law, Bill C-12, subtitled An Act Respecting Transparency and Accountability in Canada's 
Efforts to Achieve Net-Zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions by the Year 2050, offers something we could all use a 
dose of right about now: hope. 


The notes of optimism supporting the legislation can be heard from the Pembina Institute ("a tremendous win for 
climate action in Canada") to Ecojustice ("the legal foundation Canada has long needed to bring consistency to 
climate governance") to the West Coast Environmental Law Association, which highlighted the urgency for action 
made clear by the unprecedented heat dome temperatures in the west. 


The back story is well documented: a federal government internationally renowned for missed climate targets and 
consistently broken promises. The passage of C-12, which made its way through the Senate just under the summer 
recess wire, promises to put an end to the lollygagging. And enshrines climate action legislation at the federal level 
for the first time. Historic, in other words. 


There are solid reasons for optimism. The act lays out target dates in five-year increments, starting with 2030 and 
looking forward to the net-zero goal of 2050. Environment and Climate Change Minister Jonathan Wilkinson has six 
months, starting now, to establish an emissions reduction plan that will detail how that 2030 target will be met. That 
demands fast work, even if the ministry begs for an allowed extension. 


He would be wise not to. The 26th United Nations climate change conference is being held in November in 
Glasgow. It has been more than a decade since Britain passed legislation setting five-year emission reduction 
targets. World leading and gold standard are the descriptions used to describe the U.K.'s Climate Change Act. 


Target-setting in Canada will be informed by scientific evidence, Indigenous knowledge, input from an advisory 
board and an assessment of international commitments. The watchwords are transparency and accountability: the 
setting of national targets must be backstopped by a clearly reported action plan. Progress and assessment reports 
will be tabled in the House. This is key: each GHG target must represent a progression from the previous one. 


Beyond an implementation timetable, each five-year plan must lay out sectoral strategies. 


This is the moment when we remember that hopeful expectations are often not met. The future of the oil and gas 
sector, and the agriculture sector for that matter, sits uneasily with the government's vaunted goal of driving toward 
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a prosperous net-zero-emissions future. The challenge lies in driving sectoral transformation to a more resilient 
Canadian economy, a goal the government says is within reach. 


But let's not be beaten by cynicism. A recent court ruling in the Hague ordering Royal Dutch Shell to cut its GHG 
emissions by 45 per cent from 2019 levels - with a deadline of 2030 - sent a seismic signal to the industry that it 
must set, and meet, more aggressive targets. The judge in the case concluded that the oil giant's reduction plan 
was not concrete and was "full of conditions." 


The ruling was a big win for environmentalists long frustrated by corporate players that have approached their role 
in creating a sustainable future as a public relations exercise. 


Concrete emissions targets are now the law in this land. As with any such legislation, the proof will lie in its 
implementation. GASP, or the group Grand(m)others Act to Save the Planet, says it is pleasing to see the 
government take this firm step. Now it's time to shift to emergency mode. 
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